

	Spaying and Neutering





Spaying and neutering is very important to the overall health of your pet.  Spaying is the term applied to the surgical procedure of removing the reproductive parts of the female animal.  The uterus and the ovaries are removed.  This procedure will eliminate the possibility of developing diseases in these areas.  It will also greatly reduce the possibility of breast cancer, especially if she is spayed before her first heat cycle.  Neutering or castration is the term applied to the surgical procedure of removing the reproductive parts of the male animal.  The testicles are removed from the body.  This will eliminate the possibility of testicular cancer and greatly reduce the possibility of prostate disease.  For both sexes, having them spayed or neutered will reduce the need to roam the neighborhood and therefore get hit by cars, get in fights or get lost.  Most cases of lost pets are intact animals being drawn by that urge to mate and never finding their way home.  Spaying and neutering will also help control the population of unwanted animals. These animals will usually end up in an animal control facility.  Unfortunately, these facilities are overburdened and many of these animals will be euthanized.  Spaying and neutering is the kind, smart and right thing to do.

The ideal age to spay or neuter is 5-6 months old, but can be done later in life.  Your pet will need to be under general anesthesia for both procedures.  An appointment needs to be made and plan on leaving your pet with us for the day.  They will need to come on an empty stomach.  Your pet will be able to go home that afternoon.  Sometimes Dr. Moseley will recommend pre-surgical blood work.  This is always a good idea.  Many medical conditions can be detected by simple tests. This needs to be done at least 1 day in advance.  You may want to consider pain medications for your pet. Your pet may be uncomfortable for a few days and this will help with that.  You will get surgery discharge instructions letting you know how to care for your pet the first few days after surgery.  The sutures will be under the skin, and therefore we will not need to remove them.  You will need to keep an eye on the incision noting any redness or irritation.  Keep your pet from licking or chewing on the surgical site, as this can cause problems with it including risk of infection.  
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